CHAPTER XXII
IRRIGATION

Wide Extent of Irrigation

People who live in lands that receive rain at all seasons find it hard
to realize the importance of irrigation. Look at Plate II, and see how
large a part of the earth needs irrigation. Wet and Dry Low Latitudes,
Deserts, Regions of the Mediterranean Type, and Monsoon Regions all
need it. In fact, wherever there is a dry season, especially if the weather
is warm at that time, irrigation is an enormous advantage. Except in
the south all the 250 million people more or less who depend directly upon
agriculture in India would practice irrigation if they could, because they
have a long and warm dry season. Even though the supplies of water are
limited, about a fifth of the cultivated land is irrigated. In China a similar
condition prevails. Even in the south, where some rain falls even in
winter, irrigation is a great help, and is practiced wherever possible. In
the north, where the rains do not begin till May or even June, the farmer
who can lead water to his fields is very fortunate. So, too, in Chosen and
Manchuria, where droughts do a vast amount of damage. Regions such
as Japan, Indo-China, Siam, the Malay Peninsula, and the East Indies
do not suffer from drought as do the northern halves of India and China,.
but they have a warm dry season in most parts, and they raise rice. There-
fore irrigation is there developed on an enormous scale.

Even this does not complete the list of regions where irrigation is
important. Inasmuch as all countries with the Mediterranean type of
winter rains also have the disadvantage of summer droughts, irrigation
is highly developed in California, Chile, parts of Australia, and especially
around the Mediterranean Sea. Deserts and dry continental interiors feel
a similar need* Thus more than half of all the farmers in the world
need irrigation and practice it where possible.

Examples of Irrigation

1. Ancient Empires. The parts of the world where civilization first
rose to high levels all depended on irrigation. Forty or fifty centuries
ago the Tigris and Euphrates supplied water for die Chaldeans and
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